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Grant us these things
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GRADUATES

Alex Bischer was born and raised in Stroudsburg, Pennsylvania. He obtained a B.S. in
Wildlife Conservation from Juniata College in Huntingdon, Pennsylvania and is currently a
Master of Science candidate in the Tropical Conservation Biology and Environmental Science
Program at the University of Hawai‘i at Hilo. Alex has dedicated the past two years as a
student in Hawai‘i to studying and protecting Hawai‘i Island's native avifauna.  His future
endeavors include protecting global avifauna populations and educating people about their
importance.

Alex Bischer

Unvi Agandi, Talavi Cook is Summer clan from Ohkay Owingeh Pueblo, Spider clan from Hopi,
and Bitter Water clan from the Navajo Nation. Growing up in the desert of the Southwestern
United States, the people, culture, and land has been a source of healing, challenges, and
motivation for her to pursue a higher education. Talavi received a B.S. in Environmental and
Organismic Biology at Fort Lewis College in Durango, Colorado. Talavi is a M.S. student in the
Tropical Conservation Biology and Environmental Science Program at the UH at Hilo Hilo. Her
future endeavors include going back to Indigenous communities to help keep  ancestral lands
resilient and provide land and culture-based learning programs to the youth.

Talavi Cook

Devon was born and raised in Ewa on the Island of O'ahu, but he has been living on the Big
Island for nearly a decade. It is a career goal of his to be involved in the management of
marine resources in Hawaiʻi. In his free time he enjoys hiking, bodysurfing, and photography.

Devon Aguiar

Keith Burnett
Keith has worked on many conservation projects in Hawaii since 2011, mainly on Maui and
the Big Island. He is focused on native forest bird demographics, song structure, and aiding
in reestablishing historical ranges.

Detection and Impact of Sewage Pollution on South Kohala’s Coral Reefs

Saving Hawaiʻi Island’s Endangered Forest Birds

Distribution, abundance, and acoustic characteristics of Kohala forest birds

Conserving Traditional Agroecosystem by Combining Principles of Permaculture and
Pueblo Practices



Leilā was born and raised in the ahupuaʻa of Kaʻapoko & Pāpaʻikou in Hilo Palikū on Hawaiʻi island.
Raised in a multicultural home, she learned French from a very young age which gave her a unique
appreciation for language. This led her to later learn ʻōlelo Hawaiʻi and Hawaiian life ways which gave
her a completely different perspective and understanding of this place we all call home. With this came
an understanding of kuleana, and also a passion for caring for our ʻāina and kūpuna with roots (native
plants). Because of the depth this brought to her life, she wants to be able to give this same
opportunity to other keiki and community members of Hawaiʻi  through ʻāina education and letting the
plant & animal people, natural elements, and ʻāina be those foundational kumu. She graduated in
2013 with a B.A. in Hawaiian Studies and a B.S. in Environmental Science at the University of Hawaiʻi at
Hilo and is currently a Master of Science student in the Tropical Conservation Biology and
Environmental Science Program there. Since graduating, she has worked for the DLNR DOFAW Nāpuʻu
Conservation Project based out of the ahupuaʻa of Puʻuwaʻawaʻa as the Outreach and Environmental
Education Associate and is now the ʻĀina Education coordinator for Hui Mālama i ke Ala ʻŪlili (huiMAU)
principally in the ahupuaʻa of Koholālele, helping to fulfill her dream of enabling people of Hawaiʻi to
develop relationships with their lineage, place, history and community through ʻāina education.

Melanie Leilā Dudley

Samantha DeVivo is a second year Tropical Conservation Biology and Environmental Science
master’s student at the University of Hawai‘i at Hilo with her focus in aquaculture. Originally
from Pennsylvania, Samantha has a dual bachelor’s degree in Environmental Studies and
Marine Science from East Stroudsburg University of Pennsylvania where she graduated from
in May of 2018. Samantha has a passion for conservation with a special interest in animal
care, aquaculture, and community outreach and education.

Samantha DeVivo

Ryan Domingo

Ryan Domingo is a Big Island born and raised 2nd generation farmer while currently working
as a laboratory technician for the USDA ARS PBARC. He has a B.A. in biology (Cell and
Molecular Track) and a minor in Chemistry from UH at HIlo. After graduating from the M.S.
TCBES program he hopes to pursue a PhD in Tropical Plants and Soil Science at UH Manoa.

Pacific Aquaculture & Coastal Resource Center Internship: Creating the Children’s
Learning Center and Gaining Experience with Aquaculture Practices

Applying Meristem Tip Culture and Thermotherapy to Eliminate Viruses from
Pineapple (Ananas comosus) and Taro (Colocasia esculenta)

A Healthy Land Produces a Healthy People: the Importance of Pilina (relationship) with
Place and Community through ̒Āina Education for a More Sustainable Future 
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Maya Goodoni
Maya Kailani Goodoni is originally from Kohala, Hawaiʻi. She is the daughter of a marine biologist and
ship captain; thus, she has always felt the most comfortable near the ocean. Science and conservation
were introduced to her at a young age. Over the years, she learned the health of the sea, and its
natural resources, significantly rely on the health of the terrestrial landscape. Maya became inspired
to pursue a career in environmental conservation and received a B.A. in Environmental Studies at the
University of Hawaiʻi at Hilo. It was her passion for conservation and her ambition to learn and help
make Hawaiʻi island more sustainable that inspired her to pursue a graduate program.  Maya has
focused her research on watershed management while participating in the Tropical Conservation
Biology and Environmental Science program at the University of Hawaiʻi at Hilo. She now wishes to
learn more about public policy so she can make better changes in her community.

Stephanie graduated in 2013 with my B.S. in Environmental Science from UH at Hilo. She has
worked at the USDA ARS Pacific Basin Agricultural Research Center as a research technician for
the past 10 years researching Tephritid fruit fly rearing and biology. In addition, she has worked
as a field technician surveying mosquito populations (USGS) and studying invasive yellow jacket
ecology (UC Riverside). Stephanie spends most of her free time outdoors hiking, fishing, and
diving with friends. She also enjoys visiting and ranching with her ohana.

Stephanie Gayle

John Flint was born in Jacksonville, Arkansas. When he was younger, his family would often go to
national and state parks. These visits helped build John’s interest in the environment. When he was in
high school, he joined the National Honors Society, and as part of his volunteer work worked at a local
nature center in an invasive plant removal project. During the work he learned about invasive species
and the role people often play in their spread. Upon realizing people can have negative impacts
people can have on ecosystems, he felt a strong desire to address these problems and inspire others
to become interested in environmental protection as well. He then attended Saint Michael’s College
where he studied biology. Upon the completion of the program at Saint Michael’s College, he worked
for a number of organizations including AmeriCorps National Civilian Community Corps and Nevada
Conservation Corps. He later applied and was accepted into the Tropical Conservation Biology and
Environmental Science Masters’ Program at University of Hawai‘i at Hilo. As part of his program at UH
Hilo, he interned at Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park. He hopes to one day become a Park Ranger at a
state or national park.

John Flint
Speaking Out for Conservation: University of Hawai̒i at Hilo TCBES Master’s Student
Internship at Hawai̒i Volcanoes National Park

Thermal Dependence of Eleutherodactylus coqui Vocalization on Windward Hawai̒i
Island

Striving Towards a Career in Watershed Management

GRADUATES



Angalee Kirby

Angalee was raised in Arnold, CA in the Sierra Nevada Mountains. She has always loved trees
and the forest. Her studies have taken several turns along the way, beginning with
an Associates degree in Allied Health, a Bachelor's degree in Marine Science with Biology
minor, and finally a Master of Science in TCBES. Coming full circle, Angalee has followed her
path right back to trees and the forest. She looks forward to what the future holds.

Kelsey Keister is originally from northeast Ohio. She has always been a nature enthusiast, but the
ever-growing need for environmental protections in our modern sociopolitical climate is what
motivated her to pursue conservation professionally. She graduated with a B.S. in Neuroscience
from Allegheny College and is a Master of Science student in the Tropical Conservation Biology
and Environmental Science Program at the University of Hawai‘i at Hilo. She plans on pursuing a
career in advocacy for threatened or endangered species, and hopes to eventually serve as an
environmental science advisor for policymakers.

Kelsey Keister

Amanda Irish was born and raised in Alaska. Growing up in the south central coastal and
interior areas of Alaska, her parents fostered an appreciation and interest in plant life from an
early age. She graduated with a bachelor's degree in Sustainable and Ecological Horticultural
Production from Oregon State University in 2013. Amanda now resides in Hawai′i with her
husband and two children working to turn their six acres into a sustainable small farm. She is a
master’s candidate in the TCBES program at the University of Hawai′i at Hilo. Amanda’s current
career interests include invasive species resistance strategies, forest restoration, endangered
Hawaiian plant propagation, sustainable agriculture, ArcGIS mapping and data analysis, and
resource conservation.

Amanda Irish

Using Community Engaged Conservation Methods and a Dedicated Response
Volunteer Corps to Reduce Negative Anthropogenic Interactions with Endangered
Hawaiian Monk Seals

Are symbiotic nitrogen fixation strategies tied to invasiveness for non-native woody
legumes in Hawai̒i?

Invasive Plant Species Management and Lowland Wet Forest Restoration in Hawai̒i
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Leah has lived on both coasts but California is home. She is interested in the relationship
between wealth inequality and environmental injustice. She possesses degrees in biology and
English literature, and her favorite writer is Borges.

Leah Sherwood

Emma Delia Sinclair is originally from Apia, Samoa. Her motivation in conservation stems from
the plethora of environmental issues in the Pacific region and the rather lack of local
Environmental Science professionals in Samoa. She graduated with a B.S. in Environmental
Science from UH at Hilo in 2018 and is a Master of Science student in the Tropical
Conservation Biology and Environmental Science Program at the University of Hawai‘i at Hilo.
Emma’s interests are in environmental policy, planning, assessments and monitoring.

Emma Delia Sinclair

Kristina was born and raised in New Mexico and received her B.S. in Biology from the
University of New Mexico. After graduating from UNM she got a job as a research science
technician with the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) working with the Mariana fruit bat in the
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands (CNMI). She then took a research internship
with USGS on the Big Island working with the Hawaiian hoary bat which was also the subject of
her thesis research in the TCBES graduate program. She is currently a zoologist with USGS
and has been working on Hawaiian hoary bat research since 2010. While bats and
endangered species are her passion, Kristina also enjoys spending time exploring the
outdoors with her husband and her dog.

Kristina Montoya-Aiona

Jazmine grew up in Southern California fascinated by the ocean. She came to UH at Hilo
completing Bachelor of Science in Marine Science and Environmental Science. She continued
her UH at Hilo journey by joining TCBES. Her master’s thesis focused on land-based sources of
nutrients along areas with coral reefs in West Hawai‘i under Dr. Tracy Wiegner. During TCBES,
she worked as a student assistant in the UH at Hilo Analytical Lab prepping and analyzing
environmental samples for analyses. Jazmine hopes to improve environmental health by
continuing coastal water quality research.

Roosting Ecology and Behavior of the of the Hawaiian Hoary Bat (Lasiurus cinereus
semotus)

Environmental Governance and Monitoring in the Pacific

Applying Object Detection to Monitoring Plastic Marine Debris

Jazmine Panelo
Spatial distribution and sources of nutrients at two coastal developments in South
Kohala, Hawai‘i
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