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ALEXANDRA COLÓN-RODRÍGUEZ
Postdoctoral Research Fellow, University of California, Davis

Dr. Colón-Rodríguez is a first generation Puerto Rican neuroscientist. She pursued her PhD at Michigan
State University and focused on neurotoxicology. During that time her experiences as a Latina, first gen,
woman in STEM motivated her to seek opportunities to encourage the next generation and she has been
actively involved in outreach and SciComm activities with this purpose. Currently, Dr. Colón-Rodríguez is a
postdoctoral research fellow in Dr. Rebecca Calisi Rodríguez lab in the Department of Neurobiology,
Physiology and Behavior at the University of California, Davis. As part of the Calisi lab Dr. Colón-Rodríguez
has a hybrid position in which she is devoting fifty percent of her time to the development of a science
communication training program for faculty in collaboration with the University of California San Diego,
and fifty percent of her time on research understanding how single parenting is changing the main
emotional center of the brain, the amygdala, on the single parent and their offspring.

SPEAKERS
MARINA KARIDES
Chair & Professor of Sociology, UH at Hilo 

Marina Karides serves as Chair and Professor of Sociology at the University of Hawai’i at Hilo. Her research
and teaching interests include intersectionality and coloniality in island societies, feminisms, alternative
economics, and recently, indigenous methodologies. She has published numerous articles and chapters
from research conducted in island regions and has a series of publications focused on global social
movements. Her forthcoming book with SUNY Press, Sappho’s Legacy? Food and Convivial Economics on
a Greek Isle, address gender, ethnicity, and island economies. Karides is the PI on the NSF ADVANCE
funded project “Building Relationships to Increase Diversity and Gender Equity in Hawai’i’s Two-Year
College System” and co-convener of the 2020 inaugural conference of Island Feminisms.

TARA OʻNEILL
Professor & Director of STEMS   , UH at Mānoa

Dr. Tara O’Neill is a Professor, of Science and STEMS   and Director of the STEMS   Masters in the College
of Education at the University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa. She is the designer of the STEMS   construct. Dr.
O’Neill specializes in multicultural, place-based science and STEMS   education. Her scholarly activities
focus around three primary areas: 1) the role of sense of place in building culturally integrated STEMS  
 (Science, Technology, Engineering, Mathematics, Social Sciences and Sense of Place) learning
experiences; 2) effective professional development models for building in-serve teachers' willingness and
capacity to teach interdisciplinary STEMS   curricula that integrates both Indigenous and Western
knowledge, skills, and practices. 3) science identity development of middle school girls from non-dominate
(Native Hawaiian, African American, Latino/a, Micronesian, Filipino and high poverty) backgrounds. In
addition to her passions for education, Dr. OʻNeill enjoys playing ice hockey in the Hawai‘i Ice Hockey
league and running triathlons.

TARISI VUNIDILO
Assistant Professor, Department of Anthropology, UH at Hilo

Tarisi Vunidilo has a MSc in Anthropology and a Postgraduate Diploma in Maori and Pacific Development,
from the University of Waikato, Hamilton, New Zealand, a Postgraduate Diploma in Arts, majoring in
Archaeology, Australian National University, Canberra, and a BA in Geography, History and Sociology,
University of South Pacific, Suva, Fiji. She has published two books and several articles about Fijian
pottery, language and archaeology. She completed her PhD in Pacific Studies in January 2016- on the
topic of “iYau Vakaviti-Fijian Treasures, Cultural Rights and Repatriation of Cultural Materials from
International Museums”, at the Centre of Pacific Island Studies at the University of Auckland (New
Zealand).
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HŌKŪOKAHALELANI PIHANA
Executive Director, Nā Waʻa Mauō Marine Stewardship and
Sustainability Program

Hōkūokahalelani Pihana is a Native Hawaiian mother, marine scientist, and conservation biologist. She
attained her degrees at the University of Hawaiʻi at Hilo and aims to use her education to give back to her
island communities and speak for natural resources in Hawaiʻi and throughout the Polynesian archipelago. 
In her work and academia, she applies an integrated approach to natural resource education and
research that combines Institutional and Indigenous sciences. This all-encompassing approach allows for
a more detailed understating of how to shape natural resource management and education for the
betterment of our environment and the communities closely tied to these resources. Collectively, this
approach deepens relationships with natural resources and strengthens the ability to soundly speak for
them in diverse forums.

SPEAKERS
KATIE KAMELAMELA
Ethnoecology Conservationist, Akaka Foundation for Tropical
Forests

Katie Kamelamela is an Ethnoecology Conservationist who studies the relationships of people with their
environment. Her research has focused on Non-Timber Forest Products, items gathered from the mountain
to ocean, for cultural and economic benefits with an emphasis on activities including imu (underground
ovens), hula, and community based subsistence forestry areas.

KAILEY HOʻOHŌKŪOKALANI PASCOE
Coral Reef Research Technician, UH at Hilo

Kailey Hoʻohokuokalani Pascoe is originally from Kahaluʻu, Oʻahu. Growing up in a water family the ocean
has been a source of sustenance, adventure and motivation for her.  She graduated with a B.S. in Marine
Science and M.S. in TCBES from UH Hilo. For the last nine years, Pascoe has dedicated her time to
researching and monitoring corals. In addition, educating the local community about coral reefs in the
Hawaiian Archipelago.

HAUNANI KANE
Postdoctoral Research Fellow, NSF, UH at Hilo 

Haunani Kane was raised at the foot of Olomana mountain in Kailua, Oʻahu. Haunani received a Ph.D. in
Earth and Planetary Sciences at UH Mānoa and is a National Science Foundation postdoctoral fellow at
UH Hilo. Haunani's research investigates how islands, reefs, and island people are impacted by changes in
sea level and storms. As a voyager, kanaka, and climate scientist Haunani's research relies upon
reestablishing ancestral relationships to place to better understand the impacts of environmental stressors
and to ensure that the best available climate science data is reflective of all stories of place and their
people.



HENG (HELEN) TIEN
Marketing Instructor, CoBE Academic/Career Advisor, UH at Hilo

Helen Tien is a marketing and management instructor from UH at Hilo College of Business and Economics.
She has been working there since 2018 and won the Chancellor’s Award for Excellence in Teaching during
2019. She sees her job as a way to provide our future business leaders with applicable skills, help them
connect their self-identity to a fruitful career, and navigate the complicated business world with
confidence. Which is why along with teaching, she also serves as the academic and career success coach
for all CoBE students. Tien is originally from Taiwan and is passionate about understanding how
cultures/background influences our communication with one another.

SPEAKERS

MARIA (MASHA) MITSIOURA
Mental Health Counselor, UH at Hilo Counseling Services

Maria Mitsioura is a Mental Health Counselor with UH Hilo’s Counseling Services. She strongly identifies as
a feminist and a “recovering perfectionist”. In her role as a counselor with UH Hilo, she implements
individual counseling, participates in outreach to raise awareness and reduce stigma around mental
health issues, and runs a women’s support group called Love Yourself. In her daily life, she enjoys many
forms of fitness, appreciates outdoor adventures, and loves spending time with her large clan of nieces
and nephews.

JENNIFER STOTTER
Director of Office of Equal Opportunity, UH at Hilo

Jennifer Stotter is the Director of the Office of Equal Opportunity at the University of Hawaiʻi at Hilo,
responsible for the Universityʻs compliance with all non-discrimination laws, including equal employment
opportunity and affirmative action, to ensure a work and learning environment that is diverse and
discrimination free. Dr. Stotter has twenty years experience enforcing federal civil rights regulations with
expertise in identification of systemic hiring discrimination and pay equity.  She has also designed and
implemented corporate diversity, equity and inclusion initiatives at a Fortune 10 company, and has taught
undergraduate and graduate macro Social Work courses. Dr. Stotter is the recipient of six Secretary of
Labor Exceptional Achievement Awards for her efforts in identifying and remedying systemic
discrimination.  She has also been honored by her graduate alma mater, Bryn Mawr College Graduate
School of Social Work and Social Research, as winner of an Emerging Leader Alumni Achievement Award
and further earned the recognition of being one of 100 Distinguished Alumni recognized at the College's
100 year anniversary.

KARISHMA KAMATH
Director of Student Conduct, UH at Hilo

Karishma Kamath is the Director of Student Conduct and the Care Team Coordinator at UH Hilo. With 12
years of experience in higher education; credentials as a violence prevention educator, advocate for
minorities, facilitator of multicultural communication and uncomfortable conversations; and as a
professionally trained volunteer mediator with the Ku’ikahi Mediation Center; she is inspired by a sense of
equity and empowerment for others to do better when they know better. She believes that “women who
are inspirational leaders, have paved the way for others, and shown strength in breaking glass ceilings are
effective, nurturing, and open communicators.”



SPEAKERS
MARGARY MARTIN
Assistant Professor, School of Education, UH at Hilo

Margary Martin, Ph.D. is an Assistant Professor in the School of Education the University of Hawai’i at Hilo
and the executive director of the UH Hilo Center for Place-Based Social and Emotional Development. With
over 25 years of experience working in education, she began her career as a secondary teacher before
pursuing her PhD at NYU where she was awarded a pre-doctoral NSF research fellowship with the Social
Science Research Council. Her research  examines how educational contexts impede or facilitate the
academic and developmental trajectories of students from marginalized communities. She co-authored
the book Schooling for Resilience, as well as several peer-reviewed journal articles on microagressions
and implicit bias.

HEATHER KIMBALL
Lecturer, UH at Hilo and Consultant, Pacific Science Advocates

Heather Kimball started her STEM career as a geneticist, working first for Myriad Genetics, the inventors of
the BRCA1/BRCA2 breast cancer genetic test and then as a member of the US Department of Energy's
Joint Genome Institute, part of the international effort to sequence the human genome. After taking
several years off to raise her children, Heather found that the "on ramp" back into her previous career was
non-existent. After working briefly for both the UH Hilo College of Agriculture and UH Manoa's CTAHR,
Heather decided to return to school and get a masters in UH Hilo's TCBES program. Her thesis work on
decision support tools for ecosystem management resulted in a clear understanding that there is a
deficiency in translating scientific information into policy and action. As a result Heather started a
consulting company focused on science based communication and policy development and has become
active in Hawaii politics. You may also know Heather as a lecturer on GIS at UH Hilo.

GAYLE S.H. SATO
Lab Manager at Hilo Medical Center, Clinical Labs of Hawaiʻi
Graduated from Hilo High School and UH Mānoa with a BS in Medical Technology. Currently a lab
manager at Hilo Medical Center Laboratory for the past 21 years and a Medical Technologist/Medical
Laboratory Scientist prior to becoming the lab manager.

RHONDA LOH
Superintendent at Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park

Rhonda Loh began her career in the National Park Service as a volunteer in 1989, followed by employment
as a biological technician at Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park.  Over the years she served as park botanist,
fire ecologist, and Chief of Natural Resources Management where she directed conservation of native
Hawaiian ecosystems, flora and fauna in the national park. Currently she serves as acting Superintendent
at Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park. Born in Hawai‘i, Rhonda spent her formative years growing up in Oahu
and connecting with family on Hawai‘i Island where she enjoyed hiking and camping.  She received
her Master’s degrees in Chemistry from Stanford University, and Ph.D. in Botany from University of Hawai‘i
at Mānoa.  Rhonda, along with her spouse Peter and their dog Maxy live in Volcano, Hawai‘i.



MARIANNE TAKAMIYA
Professor, Astronomy and Physics, UH at Hilo

A faculty in the Physics and Astronomy Department at UHH since 2008, Marianne has taught physics and
astronomy courses, used the telescopes on Maunakea to engage in research studying the evolution and
star formation of galaxies, and continues to promote the astronomy program through outreach activities
in Hawai`i. Marianne just stepped down as Chair of her department which has recently gained equal
number of women and men faculty. This is unusual within the STEM fields but a great achievement for
UHH. Equally important is the percentage of women studying physics and astronomy at UHH which is
currently dominated by women.

LISA KALUNA
Lab Manager & Research Associate, UHH College of Pharmacy

Lisa moved to Hilo in 2002, earned a Marine Science BA, and a MS in TCBES from UHH researching the
symbiotic algae inside corals.  She was awarded a 2010 Knauss Marine Policy Fellowship in the National
Sea Grant Office (NOAA headquarters) working on sustainable coastal development and hazard
resiliency.  Lisa spent six years at HawCC managing the biology lab and teaching biology and human
anatomy & physiology courses.  From 2014-2018, Lisa was the co-coordinator of the NIH INBRE
undergraduate biomedical research internship program for HawCC-UHH campuses with Dr. Jarvi. Lisa &
Dr. Jarvi initiated a collaboration on rat lungworm disease research in 2015, and she became her
laboratory manager in 2017. Lisa's research has been focused on (1) prevention via decontamination by
testing rainwater catchment sediment filters and electromagnetic radiation (UVC, x-ray, and blue light) as
well as (2) ecological genetics studying infection in intermediate and paratenic hosts.

SPEAKERS

Mahalo to the following for their 
generous contributions

NSF ADVANCE-BRIDGE Grant 

The University of Hawai'i is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Institution and is committed to a policy of nondiscrimination on the basis of race, sex,
gender identity and expression, age, religion, color, national origin, ancestry, citizenship, disability, genetic information, marital status, breastfeeding, income
assignment for child support, arrest and court record (except as permissible under State law), sexual orientation, domestic or sexual violence victim status,

national guard absence, or status as a covered veteran.

https://www.hawaii.edu/offices/eeo/policies/

