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SPEAKERS
Dr. Noelani Puniwai
Noelani Puniwai is passionate about cultivating the next generation of students to mālama ʻāina. She has
been trained academically (PhD in Natural Resources and Environmental Management, UH Mānoa; MSc. in
Environmental Science, Washington State Univ; BA in Marine Science, UH Hilo) to practice malama
‘āina/kai. Yet through her culture, science training, and student mentorship, she’s recognized that feeling
aloha ‘āina, he alo a he alo, face to face must be practiced. Her research interests include coastal
ecosystems, indigenous and ethical science, knowledge co-production, and seascapes. Noe believes that
we can use the rigor and methodologies of pono science, the foundational wisdom of our kūpuna, and our
experiential daily practice of aloha ‘āina to awaken responsible action for the future of our Hawaiʻi.

Hannah Kihalani Springer
Hannah Kihalani Springer is a kamaʻāina of Kaʻūpūlehu, North Kona. She and her husband Michael live on
the ʻāina aloha of Kukuiʻohiwai, homesteading with their son and his family. Hannah is a life-long student
of the cultural and natural histories of Hawaiʻi. She has served in volunteer, appointed, and elected
capacities at the Island and State levels. Hannah is active with the Kaʻūpūlehu Marine Life Advisory
Committee, which successfully advocated for a ten year, all species rest period, from shore out to a depth
of 120 feet at Kaʻūpūlehu and Kūkiʻo. The effort, is affectionately called, “Try Wait”.

Dr. Kiana Frank
Dr. Kiana L. Frank is from Kailua, Oahu and is an assistant professor at the Pacific Biosciences Research
Center at the University of Hawai‘i at Manoa. Her lab focuses on studying the microbial dynamic of
Hawaiian ecosystems as a mechanism to better understand the connectivity between land and sea, with
respect to ecosystem function and traditional management.

SPEAKERS
Dr. Yoshimi Rii
Dr. Yoshimi Rii received her Bachelor of Science in Marine Science from the University of California, Los
Angeles and obtained her Doctor of Philosophy in Biological Oceanography from the University of Hawai‘i
at Manoa where her research focused on the population dynamics of eukaryotic phytoplankton in the
Pacific Ocean. She is currently the Research Coordinator of the Heʻeia National Estuarine Research Reserve
(HeNERR) where she works with the Hawai‘i Institute of Marine Biology (HIMB), Paepae o He‘eia, and
Kāko‘o ‘Ō‘iwi to coordinate research and monitoring with the overall goal of sustainably managing and
restoring the He‘eia ahupua‘a. She is passionate about increasing science literacy of the general public
through effective science communication and increasing diversity in STEM fields through hands-on
environmental education.

Dr. Sheina Sim
Dr. Sheina Sim is a research biologist with the USDA Agricultural Research Service. She was born in the
Philippines, grew up in Southern California, and earned her Bachelor of Science specializing in Ecology and
Evolutionary Biology at the University of California, Irvine. Upon graduating from undergrad, she was
awarded an NSF Post-Baccalaureate fellowship to study genetics, evolution, and phenotypic plasticity of
flowering time at the Max Planck Institut für Pflanzenzüchtungsforchung (Plant Breeding Research) in
Cologne, Germany. After the completion of that project, she moved on to earn her PhD from the University
of Notre Dame with the dissertation title, “The frontier of ecological speciation: Investigating western
populations of Rhagoletis pomonella.” Following her public defense, she moved to Hilo, HI for a
postdoctoral opportunity with the University of Hawaii at Manoa and has recently joined the USDA
Agricultural Research Service as a permanent Research Scientist. Throughout her career she has published
her work in high-impact journals such as PNAS, Science, and Nature Communications and has established
a research program investigating the use of insect genomics and bioinformatics to support and protect
American agriculture from invasive insect species.

SPEAKERS
Rebecca Most
Rebecca Most joined The Hawaiʻi Island Marine Program of The Nature Conservancy in August 2012, after
completing a Masters in Tropical Conservation Biology and Environmental Science at UH Hilo in 2012. As
the Hawaiʻi Island Program Manager, Rebecca supports community based management to improve coastal
and coral reef resilience. This includes facilitating networks and partnerships to collaboratively build
capacity and bridge gaps between communities, researchers, and managers. The work is focused on placebased management approaches that integrates traditional knowledge with contemporary resource
management techniques, and builds resilience by reducing land-based sources of pollution, supports
community-based fisheries management, and restores coastal and coral reef habitat. When not on zoom
meetings with partners, Rebecca favorite work days are when we are rebuilding rock walls, propagating
native plants, and counting fish at Ka Loko o Kīholo (Kīholo Fishpond).

Blaire Langston
Blaire Langston grew up in a small town on the East Coast, exploring the forests, streams, and beaches of
New Jersey. Her love for the outdoors inspired her to earn a Bachelor of Science in Marine Biology from
Stockton University in 2012, focusing on seagrasses in Barnegat Bay and microplastics in the Raritan River
Basin. Blaire served with AmeriCorps twice, first as a New Jersey Watershed Ambassador focusing on
watershed restoration, and second as a sawyer with the Utah Conservation Corps focusing on invasive
species removal. In New Jersey, Blaire worked as an Environmental Specialist for the Bureau of Non-Point
Source Pollution for the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection writing stormwater permits,
before enrolling in graduate studies at the University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa. In 2018, Blaire completed a
Master of Science in Natural Resource and Environmental Management, where she focused on breadfruit
agronomics and marine debris on O‘ahu. Blaire currently works as a Marine Coordinator for the Nature
Conservancy’s Hawai‘i & Palmyra Chapter. When she is not working on conservation projects, she enjoys
playing guitar, cycling, getting in the water, and cooking with friends.

SPEAKERS
Cecile Walsh
Cecile Walsh grew up in the Hawaiian Islands, spending every spare moment in the ocean. She joined The
Nature Conservancy’s Hawaiʻi Island Marine Program in April 2015, after completing a Masters in the
(TCBES) program at UH Hilo where she served as a Graduate Teaching Assistant for two years while
researching the propagation of Native Hawaiian Algae (limu) species under the direction of Dr. Karla
McDermid Smith. She spent five years with the State of Hawaiʻi Division of Aquatic Resources (DAR),
Aquatic Invasive Species Team mapping out the distribution of alien algae on Molokai and Hawaiʻi Island,
mitigating the spread, and leading in community-based restoration efforts. Currently, with The Nature
Conservancy she has the great pleasure of coordinating the community-based marine monitoring program
with local communities in West Hawaiʻi. In her free time, she enjoys spending time with her French Bulldog
Bella, free-diving for fish, and painting aquatic marine life.

Dr. Celia Bardwell-Jones
Dr. Celia Bardwell-Jones is an Associate Professor of Philosophy at University of Hawaiʻi at Hilo, and Chair
of the Gender and Women's Studies Program. Her research is focused on feminist philosophy, American
philosophy, philosophy of nature, and philosophy of race and cultural diversity.

Halena Kapuni-Reynolds
Halena Kapuni-Reynolds (Kanaka ʻŌiwi) was born on Hawaiʻi Island and raised in the rainforest of ʻŌlaʻa
and the Hawaiian homestead community of Keaukaha. He is currently a Ph.D. candidate in American
studies and museum studies at the University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa. For his dissertation, he plans to write a
decolonial story of Keaukaha. His most recent works include “Voyaging Through the Collection of The
Denver Museum of Nature & Science” (Denver Museum of Nature & Science Annals, 2018), the first indepth study of the Oceanic Collection at DMNS, and “Nā Pana Kaulana o Keaukaha: The Storied Places of
Keaukaha,” an essay on the wahi pana (storied places) of the Keaukaha coastline that was published in
Detours: A Decolonial Guide to Hawaiʻi (Duke University Press, 2019).
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